SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
Massachusetts in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries had been a heavy
sufferer from smallpox, and the people,
after seeking the partial and somewhat
hazardous protection afforded by Inocu-
lation, eagerly adopted Jennerlan vac-
cination. At the same time they enacted
laws providing for the proper Isolation
and care of smallpox cases. For some
time vaccination was purely voluntary;
but when Its value became more and
more apparent, a compulsory vacci-
nation law was passed, in 1855. With
some modifications, this law still stands,
and In this state every child.* unless ex-
empted by a physician, must be vacci-
nated as a requisite for public-school
attendance. Until 1872 the law was not
strictly enforced; and when the world-
wide epidemic reached Massachusetts,
this fact became apparent. In that year
and the one following it there were ap-
proximately 1600 smallpox deaths and
the official state records show that the
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